Chem535


Le Systeme International d’Unites (The SI system of units)

· Adopted in October 1960

· A subset of the Metric System

· Defined in terms of 7 “base units”

· All other units are derived from these 7 base units

· Units can be made bigger or smaller by using “prefixes”
Note:
In this course, we will use the first 5 SI base units listed in Table 2 in your textbook extensively.  You need to memorize the quantity measured by each of these 5 base units as well as the name and abbreviation for each unit.  
SI Base Units

	Quantity Measured
	Unit
	Unit Abbreviation

	Length
	meter
	m

	Mass
	kilogram
	kg

	Time
	second
	s

	Temperature
	kelvin
	K

	Amount of Substance
	mole
	mol


