General Rules for Lewis Structures
1. Hydrogen and halogens usually only have a single bond.

2. C, O, and N sometimes have a double bond.

3. N can have a triple bond.

4. The least electronegative atom is usually the central atom.

5. C is frequently the central atom.

6. H and group 1 will never have a full octet (only 2 max)
7. Group 2 will never have a full octet (only 4 max)

8.  
Group 13 will never have a full octet (only 6 max)

9. To determine the number of bonds, use the formula: 

(# of electrons needed for full octets) –( # of valence e​- available) =   # of bonds
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10. 
Two sets of unshared pairs will exist on consecutive sides, not across from each other.

11.  
Always double check your structure to see that you have the correct # of valence electrons and octets.
If you don’t have a full octet, you may need multiple bonds (double, triple)
12.  Always, always use pencil! 

13.  Practice, practice, practice.
