Using your GRAPHIC CALCULATOR

A.  To Convert to scientific notation from standard notation:

1. Press MODE, then highlight SCIENTIFIC with the arrow key, then enter (=).

2. Exit by pressing SHIFT (or 2nd) and MODE.

3. Type in a number, then press = and it should give it to you in scientific notation.

4. It might read, “5.04E5” meaning 5.04 x 105.

B.  To convert to normal notation from scientific:

1. Press MODE, then highlight NORMAL with the arrow key, then enter(=).

2. Exit by pressing SHIFT (or 2nd) and MODE.

3. Type in a number in scientific notation, then press = and it should give it to you in normal notation.

C.  To enter a value in scientific notation (form: M x 10n)

1. Type in the coefficient, M.

2. Press the SHIFT key and the EE button.  That stands for “ x 10”.

3. Enter the value of n, the exponent.

4. It should look like this:  5.04E5  on the screen, meaning 5.04 x 105.

D. To read the number when the screen shows a value in scientific notation:

1. Refer to C4 above.

E. To do a multiplication, division, addition or subtraction problem:

1. Enter the value, press “x” or “/”.  

2. Enter the next value, then press =.

Example:

5.04 x 105  =  1.2 x 1017
4.1 x 10-12
Enter:

5.04E5 / 4.1E –12 = 1.2E17

*Use parentheses as you would normally write the problem (when adding, then multiplying for instance)

Example:

(4.95E8 + 1.00E8)(7.78E-15) = 4.63E-6

Using your SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR

There are a few varieties so you need to decide if your calculator has a SHIFT, 2ND button, INV or MODE,  or possibly all of these.  

A.  To Convert to scientific notation from standard notation:

1. Press MODE, then SCI. (mode is the most likely choice)

2. Type in a number, then press = and it should give it to you in scientific notation.

Example:  enter “504000 =” which will read “5.0405”

     enter “0.0000504 =” which will read “5.04-05”

B. To convert to normal notation from scientific:

1. Press MODE, then NORMAL or FLO depending on your calculator.

2. Type in a number in scientific notation, then press = and it should give it to you in normal notation.

C.  To enter a value in scientific notation (form: M x 10n)

1. Type in the coefficient, M.

3. Press the EE or EXP button, or possibly SHIFT key and the EE button.  The EE stands for “ x 10”.

4. Enter the value of n, the exponent.

Example: To enter 5.04 x 105 , press 5.04EXP5, it should look like this:  5.0405  on the screen.

D. To read the number when the screen shows a value in scientific notation:

2. Refer to the example above.  

*NOTE:  5.0405 does NOT mean 5.04 raised to the 5th power.

E. To do a multiplication, division, addition or subtraction problem:

3. Enter the value, press x, /, +, or -. 

*NOTE:  Some calculators have a separate button for a negative, Do Not use them interchangeably. 

4. Enter the next value, then press =.

Example:

5.04 x 105  =  1.2 x 1017
4.1 x 10-12
Enter:

5.04EXP5 / 4.1EXP –12 = 1.217
*Use parentheses as you would normally write the problem (when adding, then multiplying for instance)

Example:     (4.95EXP8 + 1.00EXP8)(7.78EXP-15) = 4.63-6
