Good way to start biography – tell a story:

The Berlin Wall fell three months before he was born, so Michael Smith does not remember the time when the threat of Communism worried his native land of America. But he does remember September 11, 2001 when another enemy threatened the United States. Mikey was eleven on that clear September day and recalls the horror of hearing about the attacks while he was at elementary school. Michael was born February 25, 1990, as America was leaving communism behind and preparing to face terrorism. These enemies have colored his life.

Michael is the eldest son of Betty and Theodore Smith, a homemaker and an engineer who chose to start a family in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Not a good way to start biography – list facts:
Michael Smith was born February 25, 1990 in Baltimore, Maryland. His parents are Betty and Theodore Smith. He was their first child. Betty is a homemaker and Theodore is an engineer. Michael was born three months after the Berlin Wall fell, so he does not remember communism. He does remember terrorism because he was eleven when the planes hit the Twin Towers.
