CHARACTERIZATION

Character: a person or animal who takes part in the action of a literary work.

Types of characters
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Round: Complicated. Exhibit numerous qualities or traits

· e.g. usually main characters
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Flat: Only one or two characteristics

· e.g. usually less important characters
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Stereotypes/stock characters: Character types that readers easily recognize

· e.g. Hard-boiled detective, wicked stepmother
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Static character: stays essentially the same
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Dynamic character: changed by events or interactions with other characters

Characterization: the act of creating and developing a character 
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Direct: stating or describing a character’s traits

· e.g. “a foolish man”
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Indirect: showing a character’s personality through his or her actions, thoughts, feelings, words, and appearance, or through another character’s observations and reactions

· Knowing what people look like, how they dress, and where they come from

· Seeing how characters behave, reading what they say, sharing their thoughts

· Learning how other characters treat someone and what they think about that person

· Relies on the reader to put together the clues, or draw conclusions, in order to figure out the character’s personality

Drawing conclusions

Conclusion: an idea that follows reasonably from one or more other ideas

Inference: any logical or reasonable conclusion based on known facts or accepted premises

· “reading between the lines”

The number of inferences, or conclusions you can draw, is limited only by your thoughtfulness and the information supplied in the material you are working with.

