Ms. Richmond

English 221
Writing Assignment: Comparison and Contrast
Directions:

Using the two nonfiction essays “View from the Summit” and “Into Thin Air”, write an essay that compares and contrasts two of Mount Everest’s most famous climbers – Sir Edmund Hillary, the first man to conquer Everest, and Jon Krakauer, who survived one of Everest’s deadliest storms. This essay will assess your ability to compare and contrast, as well as your use of new vocabulary and organizing a formal essay. Therefore, only the essays and your class notes should be your sources of information.
Alternate directions: Instead of comparing and contrasting Hillary and Krakauer’s climbs, read “The Dream Comes True” on pp. 39-44 of the literature book and instead compare and contrast Hillary’s view of climbing Mount Everest with his partner Tenzing Norgay’s view. This option takes more work because you have to read Norgay’s essay and make your own comparison/contrast chart before writing.
Activity 1: Prewriting

1. Complete the comparison/contrast chart that was handed out in class. This chart serves as prewriting and brainstorming for your essay.
2. Look at your chart and choose the three examples you think are the strongest. You may choose two similarities and one difference or one similarity and two differences, but be sure to have a mix of both (i.e. not all similarities or all differences).

Activity 2: Drafting

· Write the first draft of your essay. Follow the guidelines on your A Guide to Critical Writing handout.
1. First paragraph: Intro paragraph with three-point thesis Make an introductory statement and then create your thesis statement. The three points of your thesis are the top three similarities and/or differences from your chart. Choose those that you can elaborate on in your essay.
· Example thesis (made up): Jon Krakauer and Sir Edmund Hilary are similar in that they both faced difficulties on the climb up Mount Everest and they both studied astronomy in their youth, but they differ because Krakauer espouses the beliefs of Scientology while Hillary is a Buddhist.
· Example thesis #2 (also made up): Jon Krakauer and Sir Edmund Hilary both faced difficulties on the climb up Mount Everest, but they differ because Krakauer espouses the beliefs of Scientology while Hillary is a Buddhist and they had different opinions on how to prepare for a journey up Everest.
2. Second, Third and Fourth Paragraphs: Body (several sentences each)
· Second Paragraph: First Supporting Idea (first point of thesis). Give examples that illustrate this first similarity or difference in your chronology. Explain this example and expand upon it with examples and textual evidence.
· Third Paragraph: Second Supporting Idea (second point of thesis). Give examples that illustrate this second similarity or difference. Explain this example and expand upon it with examples and textual evidence.
· Fourth Paragraph: Third Supporting Idea (third point of thesis). Give examples that illustrate this third similarity or difference. Explain this example and expand upon it with examples and textual evidence.
3. Fifth paragraph: Conclusion Make a closing statement (roughly 3-4 sentences) and then restate your thesis in a sentence or two. Be sure to include the three points of your thesis in your restatement.

4. MLA-style citations As you write, be sure to provide an in-text citation every time you give an example from the text, whether you directly quote or not. At the end of your essay, on a separate piece of paper, create a Works Cited page.

· Example of a sentence with an in-text citation: On Krakauer’s climb down the mountain, eight people died and one man’s hand became so infected that he later had to have it amputated (Krakauer 38).
5. Vocabulary The idea of learning new vocabulary words is to actually use them in your writing and speech. (Crazy, huh?) Be sure that somewhere in your essay you use at least two of the six vocabulary words from “View from the Summit”. “Use” means that the words are included in your own sentences; vocab. words used in quotes do not count. Please place the words in bold font so I can be sure to give you credit.
Activity 3: Revising and Proofreading

· Read your draft from Activity 2. 
· If you haven’t already, print out a copy of the draft.

· Using your red pen, make any corrections necessary by writing directly on the draft.
· It can be a lot easier to see your mistakes and weaknesses on a printed copy instead of on the computer screen.

· If you feel incompetent with editing, ask me or another adult to look at your work.

· Make sure each paragraph of the body focuses on one similarity or one difference. Be sure you have elaborated and provided examples from the text.
· Check to be sure you included several MLA-style in-text citations and a Works Cited page.

· Pay attention to spelling and grammar. See if your sentences are too short or weak. Try to use active verbs; avoid using forms of “be” too much (is/are/were, etc.). 
**Please include your edited draft when you turn in this assignment. I can see your current skill with editing your own work and going through the Writing Process.**
Activity 4: Publishing

· Make all necessary corrections to the draft you edited. If you need grammar/style assistance, two great websites are: The Bedford Handbook’s Online MLA style guide http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_o.html and Purdue’s Online Writing Laboratory: http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/RES5e_ch08_o.html. 
· Print out your first official draft. 
· Turn the assignment in by the deadline.
· Be sure to turn in your first drafts and the comparison/contrast chart, with the rubric stapled to the very top.
Self-Assessment Checklist (for you to use as you work)
_____
Comparison/contrast chart completed and three examples chosen

_____ Intro. paragraph with three-point thesis written
_____ Three body paragraphs written

_____ Textual examples given and elaboration made for each body paragraph

_____ At least two “View from the Summit” vocabulary words used 
_____ Vocabulary words placed in bold font
_____ Conclusion paragraph written with re-stated thesis and summed up thoughts

_____ MLA-style in-text citations included
_____ MLA-style Works Cited page included

_____ Paper edited for content

_____ Paper edited for spelling and grammar

_____ Paper’s MLA citations and Works Cited compared with the correct format

_____ Corrections made to draft

_____ First official draft printed and ready to turn in

