Ms. Richmond
English 221

Biography Writing Assignment

Real World Setting: 
Imagine you are a professional writer. You have been commissioned to write a biography. As luck would have it, you know the person about whom your publisher would like you to write! It is easy to set up an interview with that person. Over lunch one day, you interview your subject, ask many detailed questions and convince them to dig out some old memorabilia from their past. You take tons of notes as you interview. Once you have completed the interview, you begin writing by organizing the facts into chronological order. Then you create your first draft, edit, revise and present the final biography to your publisher for approval.
During the presentation, you will NOT read the written biography…the publisher and his/her assistants will do that when you leave. Instead, you will create a PowerPoint and give an oral presentation, highlighting the main points of your biography, adding appropriate graphics and showing any memorabilia the person might have given you.
Directions:

· Write a biography of someone you know and admire.  You can write about a family member, neighbor, friend, or acquaintance as long as he/she is someone you know and admire.
· You must interview the person to complete the biography unless your subject has died. You may instead use letters, your memories, and/or interview relatives and friends of a deceased person.

· Spend time formulating good interview questions that will get the person to talk and go off on tangents. This will reveal more interesting information about which you may not have known to ask.

· The biography should be written in chronological order. Focus on a particular part of the person’s life. Make an effort to be creative. 
· Include direct quotes.

· Find out interesting facts and accomplishments.

· Detail major events in his/her life.
· The typed, double spaced biography must be at least 5 pages.
· Since you are always trying to use new vocabulary, please include in the biography at least 5 words from the Nonfiction: Types of Essays and/or Nonfiction: Autobiography and Biography Vocabulary packets.
· The biography should be in accordance with all expectations list on A Guide to Critical Writing.  Be sure to proofread and revise.
· You will have time in the computer lab to work on the 5-page biography, but you will also need to work at home.

(over)
· After you have turned in the typed biography, you will spend two days in the computer lab and time at home creating your PowerPoint presentation of the biography.

· You will present your PowerPoint of the biography in class.  Your presentation should take approximately three minutes. 
· If you bring in one visual aid to accompany your presentation, you will receive extra credit on the oral presentation.  A visual aid can be a photograph, a poster, actual possessions of your subject, and more.  If you are unsure if your visual aid is appropriate, see me.

· The first draft of the typed, 5-page biography will be due _____________. 
· Computer lab days for the PowerPoint will be ____________ and ____________.

· Biographies will be presented in class (via your PowerPoint) ___________ and ___________.
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♦ If you need any help with style, grammar, or other writing techniques: 
· See me before or after school or during homeroom in Room 1.

· Visit http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/specials/weblines/461.html for interviewing technique tips.

· Check out “The ABC’s of the Writing Process” at http://www.angelfire.com/wi/writingprocess/.

Self-Assessment Checklist (for you to use as you work)

_____ Interview questions created and approved by teacher

_____ Interview conducted and notes taken

_____ Intro. paragraph has a creative hook and names the person

_____ In chronological order

_____ Includes direct quotes

_____ Includes interesting facts

_____ Includes accomplishments
_____ Includes major events
_____ At least five Nonfiction vocabulary words used 

_____ Vocabulary words placed in bold font
_____ Conclusion paragraph written with summed up thoughts

_____ Paper edited for content

_____ Paper edited for spelling and grammar

_____ Corrections made to draft

_____ First official draft printed and ready to turn in
