Ms. Richmond

English 221

Othello Essay
Directions: Choose one of the following topics and examine it in a well-written, two-page, doubled spaced essay that follows the regulations of critical writing – an introduction with a purposeful thesis, a body with supportive detail sentences that comment on the thesis, textual evidence, and a conclusion, all of which use third person, formal language, and no contractions. As per the usual, be sure to use at least five vocabulary words from the Othello unit in your essay. Again, your essay must have many examples from the text. Do not assume that I know what you are talking about! Direct quotes are fine, as long as they complement your writing. It must be obvious that you employed critical thinking in writing this essay. A basic summary of the plot will not suffice! Go further to answer “why” and “how.” Be sure to answer the question fully.

A. Examine the progression of Othello’s state of mind from the time of his marriage until the time of Desdemona’s murder. Be sure to provide very specific textual examples as well as analysis of how this change occurs and who and what causes it.
B. Examine Roderigo as a pawn of Iago. Provide both textual examples of this fact and an explanation of how it is possible that Roderigo allowed himself to be used this way.
I follow him to serve my turn upon him:
We cannot be all masters, nor all masters
Cannot be truly follow'd...
Were I the Moor, I would not be Iago:
In following him, I follow but myself...
...I am not what I am (1.1.42-44, 57-58, 65). 

C. Examine Iago as a puppet master. What is the root of Iago's malice? How, by what means and why does he manage to pull off his plan? Be sure to provide very specific textual examples of the steps of Iago’s plan and how and why he is able to manipulate the other characters.
D. How is the handkerchief used and misused in Othello? How and why is it such an important signifier in this play? Be sure to mention every character that comes into contact with the handkerchief.
this to hear
Would Desdemona seriously incline;
But still the house-affairs would draw her thence,
And ever as she could with haste dispatch,
She’d come again, and with a greedy ear
Devour up my discourse; (1.3.145-150).
E. It has been claimed that Othello is about seeing--the need to see evidence. This quote (above) seems to claim otherwise: that is, that much of the play is about hearing--about eavesdropping and listening. Using this quote, talk about how and why eavesdropping and listening are used in Othello and what effect they have on the events of the play.
F. Jealousy is the main theme of Othello. Examine jealously in the play, showing what it does to the characters, both those infected with jealousy and those whose lives are changed because of it. Provide specific textual examples and a clear analysis of the effects of jealousy.

