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Othello Essay: Rubric
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________

	CATEGORY
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Essay content
	The essay contains a thesis statement and answers the question thoughtfully and accurately.
	The essay contains a thesis statement and answers the question thoughtfully and mostly accurately.
	The essay does not contain a thesis statement or does not answer the question thoughtfully and accurately.
	
	The essay does not contain a thesis statement and/or the essay is mostly inaccurate.

	Writing Style
	Writing style is outstanding and shows that the writer used critical thinking, provided many textual examples, and answered the “why” and “how” questions.
	Writing style is competent and shows that the writer used some critical thinking, provided several textual examples, and at least attempted to answer the “why” and “how” questions.
	Writing style is basic and shows that the writer used little critical thinking, provided a few textual examples, and/or did not answer the “why” and “how” questions.
	Writing style is poor. The writer did not use critical thinking, mostly summarized the plot of the play, and/or provided few to no textual examples.
	

	Quality of Textual Evidence
	Textual evidence is relevant to the essay topic and enhances the author’s thesis. The writer connects the evidence to his argument.
	Textual evidence is mostly relevant to the essay topic and enhances the author’s thesis. There are a few weaknesses or connection problems.
	Textual evidence is somewhat relevant to the essay topic and enhances the author’s thesis. There are several weaknesses or connection problems.
	Textual evidence is not relevant to the essay topic and/or is not connected to the topic.
	There is very little textual evidence.

	MLA-style Citations
	All quotes, examples, and paraphrases are followed by MLA-style in-text citations. There is a Works Cited page in correct MLA format.
	There are in-text citations and a Works Cited page, but there are some errors in format.
	There are in-text citations and a Works Cited page, but there are many errors in format.
	The essay is missing either in-text citations or a Works Cited page.
	There are no in-text citations and no Works Cited page. 
You may face a charge of plagiarism!

	Vocabulary-Meaning and Form
	All five vocabulary words from the Othello Unit convey their correct meanings and are in the correct form.
	One to two words do not convey their correct meanings and/or are in the incorrect form.
	
	
	More than two words do not convey their correct meanings and/or are in the incorrect form.

	Mechanics
	Author makes no errors in grammar, spelling or punctuation that distract the reader from the content.
	
	
	Author makes more than 10 errors in grammar, spelling or punctuation that distract the reader from the content.
	Paper is unreadable due to the number of errors.

	Directions
	Student writes an essay that completely answers the essay topic.
	
	Student writes an essay that does not answer all of the essay topic.
	
	Student writes an essay that does not answer the essay topic.

	Length
	Two or more full pages
	More than one page
	
	
	One or fewer pages

	Format

A Guide to Critical Writing
	Essay fulfills all requirements of A Guide to Critical Writing.
	
	
	
	Essay does not fulfill all requirements of A Guide to Critical Writing.

	
	
	
	
	
	Grade:




