THE NOVEL

Definition
Novel: a long work of prose fiction
· Comes from the French word “nouveau,” which means “new”

· The first true works of fiction as we know it were the lengthy romances written in French and Spain during the 16th and 17th centuries.
· In the 18th century, before television, novels were a form of entertainment.  They often were read aloud.

Features of the novel
· Plot – the sequence of events in a literary work
· Complex and long in a novel
· Characterization – the act of creating and developing a character
· Theme – a central idea, concern, or purpose in a literary work
· Setting – the time and place of the action
· Point of View – the perspective, or vantage point, from which a story is told
· First person or third person; limited or omniscient
· Tone – the writer’s attitude toward the readers and toward the subject
· Style – a writer’s typical way of writing; includes every feature of a writer’s use of language
The novel can take many forms such as:
· Romances
· Historical tales
· Detective/spy adventures
· Science-fiction thrillers
· Biting social commentaries
· Mysteries[image: image1.png]



