THE WRITING PROCESS
Papers, essays, stories, and other works that you write do not spill out of your mind miraculously, in complete form. There is a writing process that involves five major stages:

1) PREWRITING: planning your work; brainstorming

· Identify the topic, purpose, audience, voice, content, and form of your writing assignment. Make a list, outline or cluster diagram. Do research if necessary. Organize your notes.
2) DRAFTING: getting your ideas down on paper

· For an essay, this is where you begin writing your thesis, topic sentences, detail sentences, paragraphs, etc.

3) REVISING: reworking your written draft

· It’s okay to make major revisions. If you typed your draft, print it out and write corrections directly on the draft. Have someone else read your draft. Then make your corrections.
4) PROOFREADING: checking your final draft for errors in spelling and grammar
· Check the assignment’s directions to make sure you met all criteria. Be sure your work is in MLA style. Make all final changes and print out a clean copy.

5) PUBLISHING: sharing your work with others
· In school, this generally involves turning your work into a teacher or sharing it with your peers in a presentation or peer-evaluation process.
